
Greetings!

 

This is an exciting time for the Florida Society for Ethical Ecotourism. As we continue to bring our

message of sustainable, nature-based tourism throughout the state we can take great pride in the

fact that we have certified our first ecotour provider under our new Certification and Recognition

program. Congratulation to Connie Langmann and Gaea Guides! You can read more about Gaea
Guides below. 

 

Florida SEE is currently assessing four additional tour providers and is accepting new applications

for the next cycle. Click here for more information on certification. 

Click or scroll down for articles on:

Gaea Guides - Florida SEE's first certified ecotour provider

Nature Photography Tips

New SEE board member - Charles Wright

The 2011 International Ecotourism Conference

236 points of Certification!
Calendar of Events

Pete Corradino - Vice-chair of Florida SEE - petecorradino@floridasee.org

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
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Certification: 

3 (out of 4) SEE Stars

 

About Gaea Guides: 

Gaea Guides: Guided Kayak Nature Tours offers kayaking tours to a variety of spectacular

locations throughout Southwest Florida.  All tours are led by a professional, certified naturalist and
can last anywhere from 2 hours to a full day. 

 

Gaea Guides offers a unique bat tour, where you will learn about these unique and beautiful

creatures while watching them emerge at dusk.  They also offer archeological tours, seasonal

manatee tours, estuary tours and more.

 

Gaea Guides SEE Certification: 

Gaea Guides was the first Ecotour Operator to be certified through the new Florida SEE

certification program and received 3 out of 4 possible SEE Stars. Gaea guides is recognized as a

sustainable tour provider for its actions on tour and in the community. 

 
Highlights of Gaea Guides Certification:

All Gaea Guides Tours are led by a professional naturalist.

Tour groups are small, allowing for personal interaction with nature.
Gaea guides gives back to the community by participating in scientific monitoring and

restoration. 
Gaea guides naturalist and owner Connie Langmann is a certified Florida Master Naturalists

by the University of Florida.

Calendar of Tours:
www.gaeaguides.com/calendar.htm
 

Contact Gaea Guides: 
Fort Myers area - 239-694-5513 

Out of area call toll free - 866-256-6388
gaeakayaks@aol.com 

www.gaeaguides.com
 

Certified by: 
Pete Corradino
I had the good fortune of assessing two of Gaea Guides tours including the "Bat Tour" and the

"Estuary Tour". Both tours were conducted with small groups using comfortable, easy to use
kayaks. 

 
The Bat Tour was remarkable in that we had the opportunity to watch hundreds of bats emerge

from their roost as we floated on the water! The bats were blissfully unaware of our presence as I
had been unaware of theirs until this tour. As a wildlife biologist I was heartened to listen to Gaea

Guides' naturalist Connie Langmann offer excellent natural history information on bats as well as
discuss current conservation issues. 
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The Estuary Tour was an equally 

fascinating and quality experience, leading a
handful of boats through the mangroves of Estero

Bay. Here guests had the opportunity to learn
about the interconnectedness of freshwater and

coastal ecosystems while spotting dolphin,
spoonbill, osprey and more. Most notable here

were the creatures beneath the waves including
Crown Conchs (left) that were handled with care

and replaced unharmed.    
 

 

Certification Completion Date: 
September 1st, 2011
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Respect Them When You Shoot Them:
An Ethical, Productive Approach to Coastal Bird Photography
By Gordon Campbell 
www.swfloutdoorphotography.com
  

Imagine a road trip consisting of several days or more where you get no food, water or sleep. 

Then you get chased around by strangers after finally arriving exhausted and malnourished at your
destination.  That's the life of many migrant birds especially our coastal species like plovers and

sandpipers. As photographers and bird watchers we're not often the culprit but let's consider some
ways to help the birds while taking better pictures.   

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00099063/00001/thumbs
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs062/1106025358270/archive/1107991564578.html#TOP
http://www.swfloutdoorphotography.com/


Willets © Gordon Campbell

Respect Them-

It's obvious that resting shorebirds often doze one legged with their head buried under their wing
should be left alone.  The photos won't be great anyway and the birds need the rehab.  If the

lighting or pose really grabs your attention and it's a "must have" shot then use your biggest lens,

approach slowly and stop the moment the first bird takes notice and shows concern.  Then settle in
and wait for the best images to present themselves.

Yellow-crowned Night Heron © Gordon Campbell

Real Technique, Better Results- 

Birds of all species will typically land into the wind and if you can anticipate where they'll arrive,
awesome flight shots can result especially if you can combine that with great lighting. There's a

technique that is easy...(Read the full article here)
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Is it easy to be green?  
By John Kiseda

Executive Director of Florida SEE
 

Last week, I spent 3 days on Hilton Head, South Carolina at the annual "Ecotourism and
Sustainable Tourism Conference" organized by T.I.E.S. - The International Ecotourism Society. I

was able to attend because of the financial support of Florida SEE, Lee County Visitors and

Convention Bureau and Lee County Parks & Recreation. Conference participants included
business professionals, governmental officials, non-profit organization leaders, educators and

students from 25 countries around the world. Throughout the conference, it was hoped that

participants would "ask questions, make connections, reduce footprints, share ideas, be social and

build relationships."
 

Florida SEE was given the opportunity by T.I.E.S. to be a "Journey Sponsor" which provided us
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with an exhibition space at no charge. As the Executive Director of Florida SEE, that opportunity

provided the avenue for me to make connections and build relationships with like minded

individuals, organizations and businesses. Meeting the directors of similar ecotourism organizations
from around North America and learning about educational programs taking place even here in the

State of Florida provided great opportunities to share professional trials and tribulations. (Read

the full article here)
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236 points of certification! 
by Pete Corradino   
 

The new, comprehensive and vastly improved Florida SEE Certification and Recognition

program may seem like a daunting document at first glance. Eligible tours are certified using a

checklist of 236 criteria that includes size of tour group, staff training, wildlife protection and
conservation, community involvement, customer satisfaction and more. So yes 236, but don't let

that number frighten you. While the program is intended to set the bar high, we feel that many of

the quality nature tours in Florida will be able to achieve certification. 
 

The checklist is intended to be comprehensive and objective but we recognize that not all tours are

the same. To be certified, all tour providers must meet all of the 122 "CORE" criteria that apply. If

you're a bike tour, chances are some of the "CORE" criteria that apply to livery, kayak, motorized
vehicles tours, etc. will not apply to you! No need to worry about those and vice versa. 
 

The remaining 114 "BONUS" criteria give the tour provider the opportunity to achieve a higher

level of certification and again not all criteria apply. If only 25 BONUS criteria apply and a
provider meets 23 of them? They are in the 90th percentile and achieve the highest level of

certification - the coveted FOUR SEE STARS!
 

To view the Florida SEE Certification and Recognition Application Packet and review the 236
criteria for certification click here. 
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Florida SEE welcomes board member Charles Wright

Capt. Charles Wright is a professional fishing guide, outdoor writer, kayak expedition leader and

naturalist interpretive guide. He grew up in South Florida and the Keys, and has personally
enjoyed the Everglades and Everglades National

 Park since 1972. Schooled as an Environmental Engineer, an FAA Certified Flight Instructor,

Florida Master Naturalist and US Coast Guard (USGS) Captain, he left his environmental

consulting business and moved to Everglades City after hurricane Andrew. 

He has been guiding professionally in the Park since 1997, and is the President of Chokoloskee
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Enterprises, Inc. (d/b/a Everglades Area Tours, Chokoloskee

Charters & Everglades Kayak Fishing), and is on the Board of

Directors of the Everglades Chamber of Commerce, the
Friends of Fakahatchee Strand and the Florida Guides

Association. He is also active in the Florida Paddle Sports

Association, the Audubon Society and the Collier County
Convention and Visitors Bureau. The use of a dedicated

transport boat for the kayaks and the compelling need to

educate his guests about the Everglades steered him to conduct

educational-based tours in the Park and eventually to create
Everglades Area Tours.com. These are the result of his passion

to share and protect the Everglades he finds so precious. 
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Florida SEE Calendar of Events
 

REEF Lionfish Workshops
The FWC has partnered with the Reef Environmental Education Foundation (REEF) and the US

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFS) to present a (2) hour public workshop providing information and

safe handling techniques for the invasive lionfish.  This workshop will be held in Ft. Myers on
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 and in St. Petersburg on Wednesday, October 12, 2011 in the

evening between 6:30-8:30pm. 

Click here for information on the St. Pete workshop.

Click here for information on the Fort Myers workshop.  

The FWC has put together information about the invasive lionfish which can be found here.  
 

Boating Eco-Tourism Course

October 18th-21st, 2011

The University of Florida Brevard County Extension Office is partnering with the Space Coast

Office of Tourism to offer a boating eco-tourism course for local boat captains interested in leading

boating eco-tours based out of resort properties in Florida. 

The course is designed to introduce boat captains to eco-tourism in Florida and will include
information on ecology and history of the area as well as being a professional interpreter. The tours

themselves will be focused on the enjoyment and conservation of Florida's ecological waterways.

There are full-time positions available for captains who pass and complete the course. 

Captains who are interested in this opportunity should apply at http://captainsoffice.net/ for the next

series of classes to be held October 18-21 at the Cocoa Extension Office, 3695 Lake Drive,

Cocoa, FL. Cost for the training is $300 with a limited number of scholarships available. 
 

Calusa Blueway Fishing Tournament

November 5th, 2011
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This is a one-day competition taking place November 5th, for anglers who catch and release
snook, redfish, sea trout and other species. All fishing must take place on Lee County, Fla.,

waterways. Captains' meeting, weigh-in and awards take place in Matlacha. The first place winner

will receive a Hobie Pro Angler kayak complete with accessories, which has a retail value

exceeding $3,000. The second-place winner will receive $500, based on 50 participants. The

third-place finisher gets $300; the fourth-place angler earns $150; and the fifth-place finisher wins

$50. 

 
The Third Annual Green Lodging & Hospitality Conference November 8th & 9th, 2011

This national Green Lodging and Hospitality Conference, in Orlando, Florida - Nov. 8 & 9, 2011,

will deliver dynamic and critical information needed by the lodging and hospitality industries today.

The theme of the conference, "Making Hospitality Green with Envy", acknowledges the continuing

need for the industry to increase profitability by both reducing costs and boosting property

revenues, while minimizing their environmental impacts. 

 
back to the top

Follow

us on
Twitter

Join us

on
Facebook

http://www.viethconsulting.com/Calendar/moreinfo.php?eventid=15421
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs062/1106025358270/archive/1107991564578.html#TOP
http://www.twitter.com/Florida_SEE
http://viethhosting.com/seefla/images/icon_facebook.png
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Travel_212

